
Rakia, 20, and her daughter, Nafissa, three, Komabangou, Niger, 

2005. Rakia is an orphan who suffered sexual abuse at a young 

age. ‘I’ve been a sex worker since I was a child. A client got me 

pregnant.  After I had my daughter, my relatives chased me from 

their home,’ she told Danziger in 2005. ‘My daughter and I do not 

eat every day, we did not eat yesterday and I have nothing to 

give my daughter tonight. I work from home. I put my daughter 

to sleep and then I go to work beside her. I sit outside my hut and 

the men come.’ Rakia was the only subject Danziger was unable 

to find when he retraced his steps last year. He later found out 

that she was living in another mining village. ‘Sadly, her life 

remains as it was when I first met her five years ago,’ says Danziger. 

‘She struggles on a daily basis to feed herself and her child’
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In 2000, the UN announced a series of Millennium Development Goals 
designed to help some of the planet’s poorest people. Five years later, 

photographer nick danziger documented the lives of women and children 
around the world to see if the goals were working. On his return, however, 
the encounters continued to haunt him, so last year he retraced his steps to 
find out what had become of the people and places he had photographed
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ABOVE: eugenia, ten, with a herd of llamas, estancia Arca, bolivia, 2005. In 2005, eugenia spent her days 

shepherding her family’s llamas and sheep. Neither she nor any of her three sisters attended school, 

which wasn’t unusual – of the 30 children in their community, only ten were going to school. One of 

eugenia’s brothers was one of these children. He set off before sunrise each morning for the three-hour 

walk to school, returning home just before nightfall. children, particularly daughters, in the community 

were often kept at home because their parents needed their help with domestic chores and farm work. 

community leaders also complained about the cost of the required school materials and the distance 

to the school. Many in the village complained that it was too dangerous for girls to attend the school 

because they wouldn’t return home until late in the evening; ABOVE RIGHT: eugenia, 15 (on the left), 

with her family, Oruro, bolivia, 2010. eugenia, her father, and six brothers and sisters have now migrated 

to the nearest city, joining tens of thousands of people who’ve made the same move in search of jobs 

and a decent living. Anselmo, eugenia’s father, sold enough of his llamas to purchase a plot of land and 

build a single-room dwelling, where eugenia’s six brothers and sisters share two beds. eugenia now 

attends school, as do three of her siblings. Anselmo is determined to keep his children in school so that 

they can learn Spanish – speakers of bolivia’s indigenous languages often suffer discrimination. 

Anselmo now works as a porter in the city, leaving his wife, Martha, at home to take care of their llamas 
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ABOVE: Abbas, 15, in a mine shaft, Komabangou, Niger, 2005. When Danziger first photographed  

him in 2005, Abbas had been working in the mines for three years. He worked from 6am until 7pm, 

seven days a week, 363 days a year, sometimes returning in the evening to do a further two to four 

hours’ work. He had never been to school and couldn’t read or write. His village was only 12 kilometres 

from the mine, but he hadn’t been home since he arrived at the mine, and had only seen his father once 

during that time. About a year before, his employer had been killed after he fell down the 22-metre 

shaft. ‘I’m not sure how old he was. I was afraid to go down the hole after that happened. but I have  

to earn money. So I go down,’ Abbas said. there were no safety measures in the mine: no ropes or  

guidelines down to the lower levels, and no lights, joists or beams in the tunnels. He was supposed to 

send money home but never earned enough to do so. ‘Misery brought me here,’ Abbas told Danziger. 

He knew that the gold he was mining was precious but he had never seen a product made of the  

metal; ABOVE RIGHT: Abbas, 20, and his family, ganganieera, Niger, 2010. Abbas no longer works in 

the mine itself. Instead, he washes slag to extract gold dust. He now earns enough money to buy bread 

and soap for his mother and 13-year-old wife. Although a school was founded in Abbas’s village in 2005, 

poverty and traditional attitudes prevent many children from attending class. As Abbas explained to 

Danziger, he doesn’t want his wife to go to school because, ‘I want a girl who is not wise and doesn’t 

know the ways of the world so that I can control her and so she will not be influenced by what I have 

seen [in the mining village].’ Neither he nor his wife have ever been to school, but Abbas says that if  

he had a daughter he would send her to school
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OPPOSITE: chariya, 21, outside her aunt’s home, Phnom Penh, cambodia, 2005. chariya was seven months 

pregnant with her first child when Danziger photographed her. ‘My stomach has been hurting for several months 

now, and I do not have money to go to the hospital [2,000 riel, 31p],’ she told Danziger. ‘Just to have the midwife 

come to my house would cost around 5,000 or 6,000 riel. Whenever I get a stomach pain, I sleep on this 

wooden bench outside of my house [her aunt’s home, where she lived with her husband] and hold my stom-

ach until the pain goes away. I don’t know what to do to make the pain stop. Right now, I am very worried 

about the delivery because I don’t know where to go and what to do’; ABOVE: chariya and family, Andong 

village, cambodia, 2010. After Danziger’s visit, chariya was taken by an NgO to a clinic, where she was told that 

she might have lost her child and her own life if she had stayed at home. She eventually gave birth to a child 

that she named after the charity. chariya and her family, like thousands of others living in the centre of the 

cambodian capital, were forcibly evicted from their homes by land developers. A local NgO helped chariya’s 

family to build the shack in which they currently live, but a new street is planned for the area, so they will have 

to move again shortly. ‘My health is suffering,’ she told Danziger. ‘You can see how thin I am. the second baby 

doesn’t get any breast milk, because I don’t have any to give. Sometimes, we have to borrow money for food 

and medicine, but some people won’t lend us any because we already owe money. I am four months preg-

nant. It wasn’t planned. I was taking the pill, but it still happened’  

The UN’s eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) were formulated to achieve a number  
of objectives including universal primary education, a reduction in child mortality and the 
improvement of maternal health. Their overarching aim is to eliminate poverty by 2015. 

Revisited, an exhibition of Nick Danziger’s images relating to the MDGs, will be on display at the  
Royal Geographical Society (with IBG) between 21 November  and 11 January. Admission is free. 
Opening hours: weekdays, 10am–5pm.


